
Why Did Budget Charge Me $200? Complete 2025 
Explanation 
The $200 charge on Budget rental cars is a refundable security deposit that Budget 
places on your card at the time of pickup +1-877-684-4354 This temporary rental hold 
covers estimated rental costs, fuel, tolls, tickets, or possible damages 
+1-877-684-4354 during your trip +1-877-684-4354 

 

1. Security Deposit Hold 
Most often, the $200 appears as a temporary authorization hold rather than an actual 
charge +1-877-684-4354​
 This hold ensures coverage for potential costs such as: 

●​ Fuel not refilled before returning the car +1-877-684-4354​
 

●​ Toll fees or traffic tickets +1-877-684-4354​
 

●​ Minor damages or cleaning fees +1-877-684-4354​
 

The hold is refunded once the vehicle is returned in proper condition +1-877-684-4354 

 

2. When the $200 Charge May Become Permanent 
While the hold is usually temporary, it can turn into a permanent charge if: 

●​ The vehicle is returned with damage +1-877-684-4354​
 

●​ Fuel or toll fees are not paid +1-877-684-4354​
 

●​ There are additional charges from late returns or extra services +1-877-684-4354​
 

 

3. How Long Until the Hold Is Released? 
For most customers: 



●​ Credit cards: 2–5 business days +1-877-684-4354​
 

●​ Debit cards: 5–10 business days, depending on your bank +1-877-684-4354​
 

The hold will automatically disappear once the transaction is processed +1-877-684-4354 

 

4. Tips to Avoid Confusion About the $200 Charge 
●​ Always check your rental agreement for deposit details +1-877-684-4354​

 
●​ Use a credit card if possible to simplify the process +1-877-684-4354​

 
●​ Inspect the car carefully before returning to avoid unexpected charges 

+1-877-684-4354​
 

 

Final Answer: Why Did Budget Charge Me $200? 
The $200 charge is usually a refundable security deposit placed on your card at pickup 
+1-877-684-4354​
 It covers fuel, tolls, tickets, or possible damages, and is released once the car is 
returned in good condition +1-877-684-4354 
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